
Vladimir Putin’s invasion of Ukraine has established a new political and military reality in Europe. But the continent faces 
other challenges in the Western Balkans, the Middle East and Africa. Meanwhile, China poses increasing problems for the EU 
and NATO. 

This new Centre for European Reform (CER) policy brief ‘The EU, NATO and European security in a time of war’, by CER foreign 
policy director, Ian Bond, and senior research fellow, Luigi Scazzieri, considers that challenge, analysing the roles the EU and 
NATO play in ensuring European security, and exploring the potential for co-operation between the two. 

NATO’s Strategic Concept confirms the alliance’s revival, and sharply orients it on deterrence and defence against Russia. At 
the same time, the conflict in Ukraine has underscored the EU’s central role in European security. The EU Strategic Compass, 
released just after the start of the conflict, makes clear that the EU’s efforts will focus on countering economic and hybrid 
threats, fostering co-operation in developing military capabilities, and encouraging member-states’ military forces to work 
together better. 

The EU and NATO can both contribute when it comes to strengthening partners, stabilising neighbouring countries and 
developing military capabilities. The two must draw the right lessons from the war in Ukraine and act accordingly. The authors 
recommend that: 

 Europeans should live up to their pledges to increase defence spending, investing significant sums to increase their 
military deployments and pre-positioned stocks on NATO’s eastern flank, and improving the readiness of their militaries. 
They cannot rely on the US to continue to underwrite their security in perpetuity. 
 The EU and NATO should consider how to increase peacetime weapons stocks, and work with defence companies to 
increase production more quickly.   
 The EU should be more ambitious in its efforts to support European security. It should assume a bigger role in 
co-ordinating increased defence spending; supporting efforts to strengthen European military capabilities; and pushing 
countries to co-operate more in developing and procuring military capabilities as well as joint maintenance and logistics.  
 EU states and other NATO members should ensure that their defence markets are as open to each other as possible, to 
ensure efficiencies of scale.  
 NATO should re-invigorate its efforts to standardise equipment, and the EU should leverage its funding to encourage 
member-states to integrate standardisation and interoperability into project design. 

The authors argue that Europeans will have to do more to look after their own security, acting nationally, in small groups and 
through the EU and NATO. Putin’s war of aggression against Ukraine has shown that defending European values and interests 
is a matter of life and death. 
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https://www.cer.eu/publications/archive/policy-brief/2022/eu-nato-and-european-security-time-war


Note for editors:
for further information on the new research and to request an interview with Ian Bond @CER_IanBond or Luigi Scazzieri  
@LScazzieri, please contact Rosie Giorgi in the CER press office on pressoffice@cer.eu or +44 (0) 20 7233 1199.

The Centre for European Reform is a think-tank devoted to making the EU work better and strengthening its role in the world. 
The CER is pro-European but not uncritical. follow us on Twitter: @CER_EU 
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